THE MIRRORS OF WASHINGTON

men were and would pathetically tell the world
that he was "misunderstood/' that he was not
cold and reserved but warm and genial and kindly,
only largely because the world would see him as he
was.

But always the one safe recourse, the one assur-
ance of personal stability was arrogance. Con-
tempt was the most characteristic habit of his
mind. Out of office he is no sage looking charitably
at the fumbling of his successor.

A friend who has seen him since his retirement
describes him as watching "with supreme con-
tempt" the executive efforts of Mr. Harding.
Washington gossip credits him with inventing the
phrase, "the bungalow mind/' to describe the
present occupant of the White House,   Another
remark of his about the new President is said to
have been "I look forward to the new administra-
tion with no .unpleasant anticipations, except those
caused by Mr, Harding's literary style."

There is always his contrast of others with him-
self to their disadvantage, mentally or morally, as
writers, or leaders, or statesmen. So full a life as
Mr. Wilson led in the last dozen or more years
ought to have made him less self-conscious- A
robuster person would have hated with a certain
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